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G06. Who is responsible for adding a unique identification number to an item of lifting equipment? 
 
Supply legislation does not require a manufacturer of lifting equipment to give it a unique identification. 
It simply requires them to mark one on the product if they have specified one. 
Use legislation on the other hand requires the duty holder to have lifting equipment Inspected and/or 
thoroughly examined and issued with a report inspection or thorough examination. This report must 
identify the equipment without ambiguity so that defects can be remedied efficiently. 
In the case where a duty holder has many items of a similar generic form of lifting equipment it is 
considered best practice to give each piece its own unique identification number, which is then 
recorded on each thorough examination report, thus ensuring the report is traceable to the equipment 
without ambiguity. 
However, it is important to note that there are other methods of ensuring that the equipment on a 
report can be identified correctly, such as location for single items, or colour coding for multiple items 
grouped in a specific area. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please note: The content of the guidance in these frequently asked questions is provided for general information only. Whilst they are 
intended to represent a standard of good practice, they have no legal status and compliance with them does not exempt you from compliance 
with any legal requirements. Although we make reasonable efforts to provide accurate guidance, we make no representations, warranties or 
guarantees, whether express of implied, that the content of the guidance given in these frequently asked questions and our interpretation of 
the requirements given is accurate, complete or up-to-date. It is therefore responsibility of those with specific duties under the legislation to 
ensure that they fulfil the obligations imposed on them.  
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